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have guided them, till by the immense circle of the
first stages of the building they had formed an ascent
higher than anything of its kind could be supposed
to stand; yet they must have stopped at last, it must
have ended somewhere ; the time would have come
at length, that as they had called a council about the
first building of it, they would have called another,
with a ' Go to now, shall we leave off this mad piece
of work ?' that as they had advised with one another
saying Go to, let us build, Gen. xi. 4. so they would
have said, Go to, let us leave off building.

Suppose them to have found the way up to the
regions above the atmosphere, or where else you can
imagine; and that they then found themselves as
much remote from heaven, whither they had pro-
posed the tower should reach, as they were at first;
and that among the other mischiefs they had met
with, such as the difficulty of carrying materials so
high, and the difficulty of breathing, &c., they had
also begun to discover that their work was fruitless,
and would be endless, as must have been the case;
they would certainly have given it over at last, and
with indignation at themselves, perhaps at one
another, have laid it aside.

What a piece of folly would the fruitless toil have
been, how would they have reproached themselves,
and perhaps falling out, and going together by the
ears about it, the victors would have made the
vanquished pull it down, and carry away the mate-
rials, that the monument of their shame might be
removed out of their sight. The first, that is, leaving
off the work, I say, must have happened at last; the
other, it was very likely would have happened; so
that it is out of doubt Heaven acted the kindest part
for them, by confounding their speech, to make the
going on with it impracticable, so bringing them to
a necessity of laying it aside, before they had carried
it on too far.
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